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length and 8 meters in breadth. These facilities allowed
the Karbala, Museyyeb and Mahmudiya canals to be sup-
plied with any needed amount of water.
In order to accumulate the vast quantity of water car-
ried down by the Euphrates during the flood season,
there was constructed a reservoir in the Hafobaniya
lowland, near the town of Rarnadi. The advantage of
this reservoir, capacity of which is 2462 cubic meters, is
that the barrage is smaller, thereby effecting a large
saving on initial outlay, and at the same time allowing
navigation and irrigation to be in operation during the
drought. Moreover, destruction caused by floods has
been stopped and the building of dikes rendered unnec-
essary. When the military occupation took place, the
Hindiya barrage and that of the old bed had been
already completed and work had been started on the con-
struction of the regulators of these two canals, as well as
those of the Karbala canal and the Habbaniya canal.
It is a mistake to suppose that these irrigation proj-
ects, because not yet completed, are of little use. Such
is not the case. In Mesopotamia, and in this locality in
particular, effective irrigation has existed for a great
many years, and, due to the construction of the Hindiya
barrage, the water was immediately used extensively—
even vessels appeared in the old bed.
It was originally intended to have the works under-
taken by a contractor, but in order to expedite matters
the John Jackson Company, Ltd. was asked to carry out
the work temporarily on behalf of the Government.
Meanwhile the Government called for tenders, but had
been obliged to agree to the conditions that the tenders
should be restricted to the Jacksons and Pearsons. This
first agreement was interrupted for periods by the Ital-
ian, Balkan, and European wars, with operations still in
the hands of the British company. When the Turkish
Government took part in the European war, these bus!-

